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CFL LIGHTING
Which
Today’s CFL bulbs are available in a variety of sizes, shapes and types.

•Standard bulbs – now available in the spiral (“bare”) type bulbs, or “covered” bulbs that come in 
various shapes, including A-line which looks much like a traditional incandescent bulb

•Reflector bulbs* – available for indoor or outdoor use; reflector bulbs are a better choice for                   
recessed fixtures, because the reflector distributes the light more evenly to a specific area

•Bulbs for fixtures with dimmers or lights with three-way switches* 

•Colored bulbs

*Bulb packaging will specify bulb type and/or applicable uses.

Most CFLs provide warm (or soft) white light, ideal for home lighting. However, cooler
shades are also available for task lighting.

To learn about many more ways you can stop, think 
and conserve energy, visit PWC’s website.
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Save energy.

Save money.

Save The PlaneT.

Why
As noted at the beginning of this brochure, switching to Compact 
Fluorescent Lights can have a huge impact on our environment, 
reducing the greenhouse gases that pollute our air. What’s more, 
by reducing the energy you use in your home or business, CFLs 
will also save you money each month on your electricity bills.

What About My Old  
Incandescent Bulbs?
Under the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (the 
“Energy Bill”), light bulbs will be required to use 30% less energy 
than today’s incandescent bulbs. A phase-out of traditional 
incandescent bulbs will take place between 2012 and 2014, 
starting with 100-watt bulbs and ending with 40-watt bulbs. By 
2020, additional standards will require all bulbs to be at least 
70% more efficient (essentially equal to today’s CFLs).  Note that 
these requirements will apply to all “standard” incandescent bulbs. 
Many types of “specialty” incandescent bulbs are exempt from 
this law, including: appliance lights, reflector bulbs, 3-way bulbs, 
candelabras, globes, shatter resistant bulbs, colored “party” bulbs, 
rough/vibration service bulbs, bug lights and plant lights.  
 
The standards set by the Energy Bill are “technology neutral,” 
which means a new generation of incandescent bulbs that may 
be available in 2012 could comply with the 30% increased 
efficiency. Other lighting technologies, such as halogen and 
LED, will also meet the new requirements. And these lights are 
expected to increase in performance and drop in cost over the 
next few years.

For more information, visit www.energystar.gov.   



	
	 	 	

	 	

Closer to Home

As “great friends” of the environment, CFLs are a smart choice. 
But they’re also a great choice for your household, because the 
more tangible, everyday benefits are significant. Compared 
to standard incandescent bulbs, Compact Fluorescent bulbs:

 •Use about 75% less energy – resulting in considerable 
savings over the life of the bulb

 •Last up to ten times as long

 •Produce 75% less heat, so they’re safer to operate (and, 
they can help you save on cooling costs)

CFL packaging will provide you with information, including bulb 
life (imagine a bulb that lasts for 9 years!), as well as the cost 
savings. Remember, multiply the savings by every bulb you use 
to gauge the true impact of using these energy-efficient bulbs.

Light Lore – Watt

Compact Fluorescent bulbs function like “traditional” 
fluorescent lighting. However,  in addition 

to their smaller size and greater variety, 
today’s new generation CFLs don’t 
have the “problems” associated 
with regular fluorescent bulbs. This 
includes humming, flickering and 
color appearance. CFLs produce 

high quality light, while achieving 
extraordinary energy savings.

The actual wattage on CFL bulbs is lower than 
incandescent bulbs. CFL packaging includes watt 
equivalent information and will help you select the 
right replacement bulb. You may also want to check 
the lumen rating to be sure your CFL has enough 
light output. The following chart provides a general 
guide for comparison.

InCandeSCent energy Star  mInImUm lIght

        bUlbS        CFlS           OUtPUt

    WattS    WattS      lUmenS
     40     9 - 13      450
     60   13 - 15      800

     75   18 - 25         1100
   100   23 - 30         1600
   150   30 - 52         2600 

When … 

… Your CFL “finally” burns out:

The EPA recommends recycling used CFLs. For 

recycling options, check local home improvement 

stores or go to www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling. 

If you do place CFLs in the garbage, seal the bulb in two 

plastic bags and put it in the outside trash, or another 

protected outside location, for the next trash collection. 

Never send a fluorescent light bulb to an incinerator. 

Because CFLs contain a small amount of mercury, the 

EPA recommends the following extra measures of care 

if a CFL is broken:

• Do not use a vacuum or broom, but carefully scoop 

  up glass fragments and powder using stiff paper or 

 cardboard and place them in a sealed double plastic 

  bag or a glass jar with metal lid 

•  Use a sticky tape to pick up any remaining fragments 

  and powder 

• Wipe the area clean with damp paper towels or 

 disposable wet wipes, and place the towels/wipes in  

 the plastic bag or glass jar 

•  Place the plastic bag or jar in an outside trash 

 container right away 

• Wash your hands thoroughly. 

For more information about handling and cleaning 

up broken CFLs, visit www.energystar.gov/cfls.

Save
eNerGy.

Save moNey.
Save THe pLaNeT.

You can do it all with Compact Fluorescent Light bulbs (CFLs). At 
PWC, we encourage everyone to stop … think … and conserve 
energy – by replacing “traditional” (incandescent) light bulbs 
with CFLs. 

Think about this! If every household in America replaced 
just one incandescent bulb with a CFL, it would save 
enough energy to:

 •Light more than 3 million homes for   
a year

 •Reduce the nation’s annual energy 
costs by more than $600 million

 •Prevent about one trillion pounds 
of greenhouse gases for the year 
(equivalent to the emissions  from 
more than 800,000 cars)

Today’s CFLs meet stringent ENERGY STAR 
standards. ENERGY STAR is a government-
backed (U.S. Department of Energy/EPA) 
program established to help individuals and 
businesses protect our environment through 
greater energy efficiency.

Light Levels and Lumens

Lumens (not watts) represent the amount of light emitted by 
a light source. The following chart compares incandescent 
bulbs and CFLs, indicating which lower-watt CFLs produce 
the same lumen output as the more commonly used 
incandescent bulbs.

 Manufacturers producing ENERGY STAR qualified 

 CFLs are required to offer at least a two-year limited 

 warranty (covering manufacturer defects, for bulbs 

 used at home). If your ENERGY STAR qualified CFL 

product burns out before it should, visit the manufacturer’s 

web site (manufacturer’s name is on the  base of the 

bulb) for contact information to inquire about a refund or 

replacement.  Save your receipts to document the date of 

purchase. 


