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PWC is a strong supporter of  
TREE POWER, and this initiative  
offers several advantages for the  
community, the environment  
and PWC customers.  

• Planting trees enhances the natural beauty of homes,   
 commercial properties and the community at large.  

• Trees reduce carbon dioxide emissions, a common   
 greenhouse gas that harms our environment. 

• Planting trees in strategic locations can help conserve   
 electricity, which also helps you save on your utility bills.  
 For example, consider planting evergreen trees on the
 north or west side of your house; acting as a windbreak,  
 the trees will help keep your home warmer during cool   
 weather. Plant deciduous trees on the south and/or west 
 side of your house; in the summer, when they have their  
 leaves, the trees will keep your home cooler, and in   
 the winter, when their leaves are gone, they’ll allow   
 the sun to warm your house.

• Remember to consider water conservation, too.   
 Newly-planted trees and shrubs require about 5-10   
 gallons of water/week/inch of trunk diameter. After  
 they’re established, because of their deep root system,   
 they should not require additional watering. Choices 
 such as Crape Myrtles, Wax Myrtles, Box Elders, 
 Mimosas, Holly, Viburnum and Tea Olives are especially 
  drought-resistant.   

Brochure includes information published by the International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA), Champaign, IL.  

Plan Before You Plant. 
Tree Power

A new tree is a beautiful addition to your property, and we all 
appreciate the natural character, shade and environmental 
benefits it provides. But we also “appreciate” the electricity, 
water, sewer, telecommunications and other services we rely 
on in our daily lives. Just as we often take for granted the ready 
availability of these services, we sometimes “ignore” the lines 
that provide our utilities when making plans to plant a tree.  

PWC reminds you that it’s important to make the proper 
tree selection and to plan ahead to protect our utility lines 
(power, water and sewer), as well as lines that provide other 
services. Some service lines – including power, telephone and 
cable television – can be overhead or underground.  Others 
– including water, sewer and natural gas – are always 
underground. 

One of the first things to consider when selecting  
a new tree is the ultimate mature height it will grow to be. 
Trees should be planted in an area with adequate growing 
room, where they will not interfere with overhead lines 
as they grow. These lines can be dangerous, especially if 
a fallen or overgrown tree causes a power line to come 
down. Trees can cause service interruptions if they touch 
wires. And, if people climb in the trees and touch wires, 
they can be severely injured or even killed. 

Utility companies, including PWC, are required to prune 
trees that grow near their utility lines. Periodic pruning puts 
greater stress on trees, makes them more susceptible to 
insects and disease, and can shorten the lifespan of a tree. 
Of course, pruning also affects the appearance of the tree.

Keeping Lines Clear  
Keeps Power On.

An essential part of power line maintenance, PWC’s 
Line Clearance/Vegetation Management department 
routinely prunes trees and removes undesired 
vegetation to protect overhead power lines’ right-
of-way and ensure safe, reliable electrical service. 
Every 3-5 years, PWC surveys and plans for the 
maintenance work necessary to keep power lines 
clear. As part of the survey process, PWC will notify 
customers if they have trees that pose a threat to 
power lines. If you have trees growing near power 
lines, do not attempt to trim them yourself. PWC will 
have qualified experts do the job. If you notice tree 
branches that look like they might cause a problem, 
please notify the PWC Line Clearance department at 
223-4506 or 223-4501.

Look Up, Down and All Around. 



In addition, if you have a PWC transformer (green box) in 

your yard, you must keep trees and shrubs at least 9 feet 

from the door of the box to allow access for maintenance or 

power restoration. 

Another important consideration when planting a tree is the  

size of the soil area. It should be large enough to accommodate  

the tree’s root pattern and the diameter of the trunk.

Plant Wisely. Know What To Do After The Storm 

The biggest danger to underground utility lines comes from 
planting, especially since buried lines can be close to the 
surface. You need to be aware of the location  
of underground lines, so you don’t dig into lines, risking 
injury or costly service interruption. In North Carolina, 
we’re fortunate to have the NC811 service. You should 
call 811 (or 800-632-4949 if calling from an out-of-state 
number) at least two business days before you dig. They 
will notify their member utilities of your plans to dig, and 
the utilities will come and mark the location of their lines, 
free of charge. 

Remember that trees’ roots grow, too.  Often, the root 
area of a mature tree is larger than the spread of the 
branches above ground, so keep this in mind as you 
decide how far away from underground lines to plant 
your tree.  Tree roots and underground lines often coexist 
without problems, but roots near these lines could be 
damaged if utility workers have to dig down to repair 
their utility lines.
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Right Tree.  Right Place.

With the right tree selection and proper planning, trees 

and utility lines can “live in harmony.” By choosing the 

right location, you can avoid the safety hazards – as well 

as the service interruptions – that can occur when trees 

interfere with service lines. You’ll also help ensure the 

health and beauty of your tree by avoiding the need  

for pruning.

For more information, you can visit ISA (International 

Society of Arboriculture) websites – www.isa-arbor.com 

or www.treesaregood.com.   For more information on 

PWC’s tree initiatives and power line maintenance, visit  

www.faypwc.com.  

Medium Zone

Trees that grow up to 40 feet tall should be planted where 

the available above ground space will allow them to reach 

their mature height.  Appropriate soil spaces include wide 

planting areas or medians that are 4-8 feet wide, large “plant 

squares” at least 8 square feet, or other open areas of similar 

size or larger.

Low Zone

Low-growing trees are recommended for areas where the 

overhead growing space is limited.  Only trees that reach a 

mature height of less than 20 feet should be planted in the 

zone within 15 feet (in any direction) around overhead utility 

lines.  These trees can also be planted in narrower soil spaces 

(less than 4 feet wide), as well as in planting squares or circles 

surrounded by concrete, large raised planting containers or 

other places where the underground space for roots will not 

support tall or medium zone trees.

Following are some “zoning” guidelines for tall, medium  

and low growing trees. 

Tall Zone

Trees that grow as tall as 60 feet are recommended for  

areas without any overhead restrictions. These areas may 

include yards on streets without overhead power lines, as  

well as meadows, parks and other open areas. Plant large 

       trees at least 35 feet away from a house or building  

           to allow for proper root development and minimize 

    the risk of damage to your home or a  

           building structure.  

                    Large trees should also have an area  

         at least 8 feet wide around them to  

           allow for the large root system,  

           root flare (the area where the   

            trunk expands at the base of   

             the tree), and the trunk diameter.  

            When making plans, make sure  

           you also consider how the full- 

          grown tree might affect the view,  

        or any existing landscaping, for  

     you or your neighbors.  

Protect Our Utilities.
Right Height. Right Zone.


